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PRESENTS

NINJA PRELUDE
Chapter 1 — Free Download

The Ninja Saga begins here.

Written by Rob Baard — 13th-degree black belt, Bujinkan Ninjutsu Both books available on Amazon

The Ninja Saga is fiction built on a real tradition. The martial arts, the philosophy, the esoteric practice —

all of it is grounded in ninjutsu as Rob Baard has studied and practised it for over thirty years, including

direct study in Japan. That’s what makes it different from most ninja fiction. The world in these pages is as
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close to the real one as a novel can get.

ABOUT THE SERIES

Book 1 — Ninja Prelude ($22.00 AUD): The story begins with a city under martial law after a catastrophic

electrical surge. Reeve — a trained ninjutsu practitioner — is drawn back by the Way to an impossible

mission: extract a priest, prevent a war, survive a betrayal he never sees coming. “When the world falls,

the Way rises.”

Book 2 — Ninja Infinite Ways ($22.00 AUD): Directly following the events of Ninja Prelude, Reeve is

drawn by the Way to an abandoned county jail where he discovers a trafficking operation and the

Hungarian — the antagonist from Book 1 — is back. A deep study in Taijutsu: the formless form. “One

path. Infinite ways.”

CHAPTER 1
The Return

The city sprawled before him like an open wound, bleeding darkness into the night.

Reeve’s hands tightened on the steering wheel as his silver sedan whispered across fractured

asphalt. No streetlights guided his path—only the sporadic glow of distant fires and the fading wail of

sirens consumed by shadow.

Years had passed since he’d last set foot here. Yet with each mile closer, something stirred within

him—a sensation he’d buried long ago. Not quite sound. Not quite sight. Something older. A vibration

in his very bones.

The Way was calling.

He’d been trained to listen for it once. To feel the invisible threads connecting every raindrop, every

shard of broken glass, every heartbeat. The Way, his master had called it—an intricate web binding

all things together.

His training had forged his body into a weapon. But it was his connection to the Way that had made

him truly dangerous.

For years, he’d silenced that connection. Isolation had dulled his senses. Guilt had built walls around

his heart. He’d convinced himself the past was dead, that he could never return to what he’d been.

But tonight, something had shattered that illusion.

A disturbance rippled through the fabric of reality—deep, primal, impossible to ignore. The earth itself

seemed to be dragging him forward, refusing to let him turn away.

Static crackled from the dashboard radio.

‘…government officials have yet to comment on the incident that left the entire city without power.

Three weeks ago, a massive electrical surge magnetized the downtown core. Martial law remains in

effect. Military operations continue…’
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Reeve silenced the broadcast with a flick of his finger.

He didn’t need their explanations. He could feel the truth. The city wasn’t just broken—it was

wounded at a fundamental level. Whatever had protected this place, whatever connection to the Way

had once kept it safe, had been severed.

The military checkpoint materialised from the gloom—a skeletal structure manned by a single guard.

A flickering barrier arm. A wavering flashlight beam.

Reeve eased off the accelerator.

The guard approached, young and hollow-eyed, his uniform hanging loose on a gaunt frame. He

swept the flashlight across the windshield, illuminating Reeve’s face.

‘Identification.’

Reeve produced a leather wallet from the glove compartment. Military clearance, legitimate enough

for this checkpoint. The guard barely glanced at it before nodding.

‘Reinforcements arrive in eighty minutes,’ he said, speaking more to the darkness than to Reeve.

Reeve checked his watch. Not much time.

The barrier groaned upward. Beyond it, the city yawned open—a wound too deep to heal.

As the checkpoint vanished in his rearview mirror, Reeve released the control he’d maintained for so

long. He allowed himself to feel it again.

The Way. Trembling. Urgent. Alive.

He wasn’t ready for this. But readiness had never been a requirement.

The Way called who it needed, when it needed them. And tonight, it needed him.

The full Ninja Prelude continues from here. If you’ve read this chapter and want to know what happens

next — both books are available on Amazon now.

ABOUT ROB BAARD

Rob Baard is a 13th-degree black belt in Bujinkan Ninjutsu with

over thirty years of practice and instruction. He has trained under

senior practitioners in Japan, holds qualifications in film and

performance, and has worked as a filmmaker, stunt

choreographer, and university instructor.

martialartsgeelong.com.au
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GET THE BOOKS

Book 1 — Ninja Prelude: $22.00 AUD on Amazon

Book 2 — Ninja Infinite Ways: $22.00 AUD on Amazon

ALSO BY ROB BAARD
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Fists & Philosophy — $68.20 AUD on Amazon | The philosophical foundation of martial arts training. The

same ideas that run through the Ninja Saga, examined directly.

Tactical Knife Fighting & Defence — $66.00 AUD on Amazon | The real tactical system behind the

weapons work in the fiction.



Rob Baard  |  martialartsgeelong.com.au  |  Page 6

Like An Action Star: Stretch — $49 AUD | martialartsgeelong.com.au | The physical flexibility system

from the same tradition.

Like An Action Star: Roll — $49 AUD | martialartsgeelong.com.au | Ground movement, safe falling, and

floor transitions.
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